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Message from Mrs Jennings   -   19 February 2021 
 

Dear Parents 

 

There is an English saying that reads, “A picture tells a thousand words.” 

Throughout the newsletter are a few pictures taken these past few weeks. Each 

picture is a memory and a reminder of the blessings we are granted daily within 

our beautiful school.  

 

This week we were able to celebrate Ash Wednesday. The service was 

broadcast into the classrooms and then the grades were called one by one to  

the Chapel to receive their ashes. It was wonderful to see the girls in the Chapel 

again after such a long time, even if under very different circumstances. The girls 

respected the request to receive the ashes in silence and this created the 

opportunity for quiet reflection and contemplation as we start the season of 

Lent.   

If she believes in herself…she will fly. 

Communication posted 

on D6 Communicator  

this week 
 

 Junior School          

arrangements for 22 

February 

 Junior School Lent 

Drive  

 Junior School      

Swimming workshop 

 Transformation and 

Diversity  Survey 

 SADAG Support 

Group awareness  

 Matric 2020 Results 

 Marimbas 2021 

D6 School        

Communicator  

The School Communicator 

App is our primary channel 

of  communication.  Please 

check daily for communica-

tion from the School. This will 

ensure that you and your 

daughter(s) remain up to 

date on all school matters. 
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Message from Mrs Jennings    

If she believes in herself…she will fly. 

Developing independence and problem solving skills are important characteristics that will stand our girls in good 

stead for the future. Every time we as adults step in and rescue the situation we take away the opportunity for our 

girls to develop these traits. It is important that our girls learn to take responsibility for planning and preparing for 

each new school day in order for them to flex and strengthen their wings. The new school year is well underway 

and our girls have established their routines, but we need your assistance with the following: 

 Forgotten Items  

 We request that you only bring items left at home in exceptional circumstances. These include a match or 

 gala day (when they are permitted again) and a lunch box. The girls will not be given permission to phone 

 during the school day.  

 Lost Property 

 All items must be marked with your daughter’s name and surname.  

 Please insist on your daughter looking after her belongings and if she has lost something, please have her 

 check the office and laundry the next day.  

 Unclaimed lost property will be kept for a short period but we have very limited space for storage and 

 unclaimed items will be donated to charity on a regular basis.  

 Punctuality 

 Punctuality is the key to succeed in life. It is most important for girls to arrive at school on time.  School 

 starts at 07:30.  Please remember to make allowances for the heavy traffic, which is typical of morning drop 

 off time, and also for screening before entering the classrooms.  Arriving late disrupts a child’s entire day 

 and she ends up being unsettled for the rest of the day.   

 

Thank you for your support in this regard as we collectively give our girls the wings to fly.  

Wellness Centre News  -  Grief Care Groups   

As communicated in a letter from the Wellness Centre team we are starting a new initiative that will begin 

after half term on Tuesday afternoons called Grief Care Groups.  
 

These are support sessions aimed at assisting any girl who may have suffered the loss of a loved one. These will be structured 

as single, standalone support sessions and will be developed and facilitated by the Educational Psychologists in the Junior 

School – Mrs Riandie Marais and Miss Lesley King.  
 

Please see the communication sent out earlier titled “Grief Care Groups” for detailed information on how the groups will work.  
 

You can sign your daughter up for a Grief Care Group session here.  

However, please be sure to read the communication sent out, before doing so in order to understand what to expect. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7_Nb5YdqXkOFpk3SELT2kuEgrjOcNaxBrmnOgP_Dx4JUNFZJVlg4NUcyRjQ1Mk02SlVJMUNSN1I5QS4u
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If she believes in herself…she will fly. 

Lent  -   Rev Vernon Foster 

This week marks what should be an important time in the life of all those who claim the Christian faith as part of who they 

intrinsically are. It has been a such a joy, and exhausting in a very special and joyful way, to engage with the daughters of the 

King at the beginning of Lent. Lent is the Christian Season of Repentance, that time when we seriously look at what we do 

wrong and consider the things we don’t do that perhaps we should have done. It is part of a breathing out and breathing in 

of our spiritual lives; a sort of spring cleaning that calls us to renew our faith in Jesus and in how He has won for us a new life. 

Lent begins a little over 40 days before Easter, but why 40 days? 

The number 40 is a significant number in the Bible, expressing wholeness and completeness. The 40 days reminds us of Noah’s 

time in the Ark that saved not only him and his family but also the whole of humanity. 40 also reminds us of the 40 years that 

Israelites spent in the desert when they escaped Egypt and before they entered the Promised Land. Both stories speak of 

renewal and rebirth. The 40 days of Lent also remind us of the time that Jesus spent in the desert and the temptations He had 

to endure. A time of preparation for Him as he drew apart from everything to consider the purpose of His ministry – one Gospel 

expresses it as being driven by the Spirit into the wilderness.  

This week we began a journey we have every year, Lent, the journey towards Easter. And perhaps we should seize this time as 

an opportunity to renew and reflect. The practices that help us do that is like a three-legged stool which could not possibly 

stand if one of the legs was missing. 

Praying is about connecting with God and in that we reflect on how we fall short of God’s purpose for us. We also ask 

God to help others and to change our hearts. It is a way of asking God to make us better agents of Jesus’ love in the 

world. 

Fasting is choosing to go without something. It reminds us of how much we need God in our lives. Fasting teaches us to be 

more aware of the people that don’t have the wonderful things we do. 

Giving has to with generosity. The things that God gives us are not meant to be kept for ourselves, but to share with others 

especially with those who don’t have nearly as much as we do. 

Following Jesus example in Lent invites us to participate in making our world better and more fair. By giving of our time, talent 

and treasure, by praying, fasting and giving, we improve the relationship we have, not only with others, but with the one who 

has made us very good. 

Lent  Drive  

Our Lent Drive kicked off this week and the competition in the different Houses is running 

strong.   

Girls are encouraged to learn how to knit and should bring their wool and needles to 

school in a small bag.  

Donations of blankets, knitted squares and masks can be left in the different House 

boxes at the entrance of the Junior School.    
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Foundation and Intersen Phase Clubs  
 

The Foundation Phase girls have enjoyed two sessions of the new 

clubs programme on offer on a Thursday afternoon from 13:45 to 

14:30. These photos were taken on the first day and reflect 5 of the 

clubs in action. In the Intersen Phase, the girls meet on a Monday 

afternoon straight after school and the clubs on offer include Lego, 

Board Games, Chess, Book Club, Origami, Dance, Calligraphy/

Zentangle, Free2Be – journal, stories and poems.  

 

Thank you to all the teachers for sharing their creative talents with 

the girls through the clubs programme.   

 

If she believes in herself…she will fly. 
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Valentine’s Day  
 

Valentine’s Day was celebrated at school on Friday, 12 February. The classrooms and playground areas were awash 

with shades of pink, red and white. The Grade 6 & 7 girls wrote friendship messages to the boys at WHPS and 

received messages in return. There was much excitement as the girls read their cards at break.  

The Grade 4 & 5 girls wrote messages of gratitude to frontline workers and these were delivered by contacts within 

the DSG Community. We have received photos in return of the recipients of these messages of kindness.  

Thank you to all the teachers who have assisted the girls in these various initiatives. 

If she believes in herself…she will fly. 
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IT News  -  Mrs A van Wyk  
 

Are You a Roblox Parent? 

Then you need to know the following: 

Roblox is a creative platform that is an endless virtual store of free multiplayer games created 

by the users around the world. Chances are good that your child is spending hours playing Roblox especially if 

they are under 13.  

Roblox has a 13+ age restriction. It started off as 7+ but has been increased due to problematic content. It is okay 

for younger players as long as the RESTRICTIONS have been set correctly AND parents pay close attention to 

what their children are doing. 

Roblox Studio tools are a good start to coding and for children interested in building their own games. It provides 

a non-threatening space to experiment, fail, re-create, and ultimately succeed in game development. 

Although Roblox does filter content and chats, with over 70 million users there are problems that slip through the 

cracks. 

 

Parents can ensure their child’s safety by doing the following: 

 Make sure you are aware of the robust parental controls that exist in the Roblox platform in Settings. Follow 

this link for further information. 

 Be sure that the birth date entered for your child is accurate.  

 Set a 4-digit PIN that is required for any changes to the child’s account. Do not share this PIN with your child 

as then they can make the changes and the security is then breached. This pin also allows you control over 

age-appropriate content. 

 Read the privacy policy regarding Robux (Roblox currency). This informs who collects the data and how 

players attain the currency. 

 If you want to know more: Ultimate Guide to Roblox.  

 

If you are concerned about your child’s screen-time: 

Activate the settings on the device that restrict time. Here is a guide to settings you can activate. Parental tools 

like Microsoft Family Settings, Apple’s Screen Time and Google’s Family Link provide parents with the ability to 

control screen time and make sure that your child isn’t staying up after their bedtime and arriving tired at school 

the next day. 

Roblox if used correctly is a good tool for children to learn BUT must be managed. 

If she believes in herself…she will fly. 

https://en.help.roblox.com/hc/en-us/sections/200866000-Safety
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-roblox-0
http://www.esrb.org/about/settingcontrols.aspx
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Visiting Student Teachers at St Mary’s DSG Junior School 
We are fortunate to have a group of future teachers at St Mary’s DSG.  They are currently completing their 

teaching practicals at our school.  We wish them lots of success on their teaching journey and know that they 

will be an asset to the teaching profession.  

“One child, one teacher, one book, one pen can change the world.”―MALALA YOUSAFZAI  

If she believes in herself…she will fly. 

Tshiamo Phiri - 2nd year Unisa student studying a Bachelor of Education in Intermediate Phase teaching.  

My teaching philosophy :  Like the late Nelson Mandela once said, “ Education is the most powerful weapon 

which you can use to change the world”; I am passionate about teaching children because children are the 

future of this world . I have an interest in how children learn and the way they learn in their own unique 

way. I love the feeling of standing in front of learners that are young and so eager to learn and igniting the 

love for learning. Becoming a teacher is important to me because I am a lifelong learner that would  like to 

encourage, inspire and motivate them to follow their dreams. I also have an interest in coaching sports.  

Transformation and Diversity News  -  Ms Idah Makhafola 

As part of our transformation, diversity and inclusion journey our whole school community has been invited to complete a 

survey that will help develop an effective strategy for 2021 and beyond that will guide the school’s leadership in transforming 

St Mary’s DSG into an inclusive place of learning for all.  

The survey has been developed for our school by Mrs Egbe Oyegun-Adeoye, from an organisation called Navigate Consulting 

Africa, who will be assisting us in facilitating a six-month process that will inform the drafting of the Transformation and Diversity 

strategy.  

In the Junior School, the survey will first be taken by our Grade 6 and 7 learners on Wednesday, 24 February. The girls will need 

to bring their devices to school on this day in order to access and complete the online survey. Please may you remind your 

daughter to pack her device in her bag on this day.  

It is important for me to assure you as our parent body that the survey process for all of our Junior School learners will be 

carefully conducted as to allow for authentic expression of their thoughts, feelings and attitudes relating to their experiences 

of transformation and diversity at our school. Age-appropriated surveys are being created for the younger grades.  

Provision will be made for learners who do not have their own devices.  

Georgia O’Flaherty  -  3rd year teaching student at TUKS 

It has been such an amazing experience at St Mary’s DSG and I’ve only been here for a week! I am currently 

teaching Grade 6 and 7 under the watchful eye of my brilliant mentor-teacher, Mrs van Staden. Teaching is 

not my only calling as I am also a huge fan of sports. I am looking forward to be able to participate in many of 

the sports offered at St Mary’s DSG. I am so excited to be here with the girls for the next 3 weeks and I aspire 

to leave the girls with fond memories.  
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Visiting Student Teachers at St Mary’s DSG Junior School 

If she believes in herself…she will fly. 

Busi Zondi  -  3rd year student educator from the University of 

the Free State.  

Studying towards obtaining my Bachelor of 

Education in Intermediate Phase. Highly 

honoured to be a part of the St Mary's DSG 

educational team for my teaching 

practicals. I anticipate gaining skills of 

knowledge and interpersonal relations from 

my mentor teachers, parents, staff 

members and pupils of the school. 

The educational motto I live by is to forever strive for 

excellence, implement lifelong learning and critical thinking 

skills to motivate my learners to be the best students they can 

be. 

Gemma Varner  -  3rd year student at 

TUKS studying Foundation Phase 

Education.  

 

I have an absolute love for teaching 

and being surrounded by students in 

their learning environment. I am 

hoping one day to move more into 

Remedial teaching as that is where my major passion lies. I 

am so grateful to have the opportunity to shadow one of 

the many incredible teachers St Mary’s DSG has. It has 

been a real honour to experience and learn from such an 

incredible school.  

Victoria McNally  -  3rd year in Foundation Phase education at          

TUKS 

I have always had a passion for children 

and their growth in the world. Memories 

from my childhood include having a doll 

on my hip and playing “Teacher-

Teacher”.  Being able to do my teaching 

prac at St Mary’s DSG is such an honour 

and privilege. All the girls and teachers I 

have interacted with (mostly Grade 3V) 

have been so kind, genuine and excited to learn.  

Nkululeko Msibi (Ms N)  -  Studying Educare at Oxbridge 

Academy.  

My goal is to become a pre school 

teacher and go on to become a child 

psychologist. I am currently 

completing my practical in Grade 0, 

with the amazing team of Grade 0 

teachers. They have all welcomed me 

with open hands. The girls are lovely 

and their behaviour is amazing. I am 

enjoying being with them. 

Tayla Connery  - 3rd year of Foundation Phase Teaching at TUKS  

I have been privileged enough to gain 

experience working with the St Mary’s 

DSG staff and Grade one girls.  

I am looking forward to the next few 

weeks here and I am excited to learn new 

teaching techniques that I will use in my 

future career.  

Candice Motshegwa  -  3rd year in Foundation Phase 

teaching at TUKS.             

My number one career goal is to become an educational/

child psychologist. I’ve always been passionate about 

children from a young age. I used to 

volunteer at my old pre-school during 

school holidays and that is when I 

realised that I would love to work 

with children for the rest of my 

career, starting off with teaching and 

ending up as a child psychologist.    
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If she believes in herself…she will fly. 

Junior School Channels 

of Communication 
 

Pastoral Matters 

Class (Gr 0-5) or Form Teacher (Gr 6&7) 

 

Academic Matters   

Intersen Phase (Grade 4-7)  

Deputy of Academics 

Mrs L Whitelaw                         

lwhitelaw@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

Academic Matters 

Foundation Phase (Grade 0-3)  

Head of Foundation Phase    

Mrs T Molver                                             

tmolver@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

Reception  

Mrs C Mndau  

012 366 0501 

cmndau@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

Boarding 

Director of Boarding 

Mrs P Dlungwana 

pmbandlwa@stmarys.pta.school.za  

 

Operational Matters—Boarding Office  

Ms Lorraine Ndwambi  

lndwambi@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

Sport 

Coach N Mothiba 

nkmothiba@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

PA to Junior School Principal  

Mrs R Roelofse 

012 366 0543 

rroelofse@stmarys.pta.school.za 

Important Dates 
 

Please be advised that the staff 

development  workshop on 

Monday, 22 February has been 

postponed and normal Monday 

afternoon extramural activities 

have been reinstated. 
 

Thursday, 25 February, has been 

reinstated as an academic day on 

the school calendar. School will 

close at 11:30 (Foundation Phase 

girls) and at 12:00 (Intersen Phase 

girls) for Half-term break.   

Scouts Founder’s Day—22 February  

 

Cubs may wear their Scout uniform to 

school on Monday, 22 February, to 

celebrate Scouts Founder’s Day.   
 

Happy Founder’s Day! 

2021 CALENDAR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Te
rm

 1
  

(5
3

 d
ays) 

Start Wednesday 13 January 
Close Wednesday 31 March 

Half Term 
CLOSE Thursday, 25 February  (FP 11:30; IP 12:00) 
RETURN Tuesday 2 March 

Public Holidays Sunday 21 March (Human Rights Day) 

  Monday 22 March (Public Holiday) 

 

Te
rm

 2
 

(6
8

 d
ays) 

Start Wednesday 28 April 
Close Friday 6 August 
Half Term CLOSE Friday 11 June (normal time) 

  RETURN Monday 21 June 

       

Te
rm

 3
  

(6
2

 d
ays) 

Start Tuesday 7 September 
Close Wednesday 1 December 
Half Term CLOSE Thursday 21 October (12h00) 
  RETURN Tuesday 26 October 
Public Holidays Friday 24 September (Heritage Day) 

Assessments on 25 February 
 

Grade 4-7 assessments will be written on Thursday, 25 February, and not on 

24 February, as per assessment schedule.  

mailto:alotter@stmarys.pta.school.za

